May 2010

Dear Residents

Greetings everyone and I believe we are thankful that we are able to focus our energies on improving
and building our community. Unlike elsewhere overseas, our May Day was an occasion of joyous
celebration instead of protests and riots.

But as we work on rebuilding our economy, we must not lose sight of some basic daily matters, and
look over our shoulders from time to time. One example is the cases of theft and scams that have been
circulating around our estates.

Recently, one of our residents was victimized by a phone scam, whereby she was tricked into
believing that she had won a prize. The caller, purportedly from Hong Kong, asked her to redeem her
prize, but she had first to pay a sum of money. Our resident did accordingly only never to hear from
the caller again. Despite frequent media reports, people continually fall prey to the tricksters as they
keep devising new and innovative ways to trick their victims. Let me again stress the importance of
practicing vigilance and caution. There is no such thing as a “free” prize. It is often a scam. If you
receive such calls, inform the Police promptly and give them the details.

The other incident I need to highlight is the rise in bicycle thefts. These thefts are opportunistic crimes
and can be prevented. Bicycle owners must adopt precautionary measures and here are some tips:

e Keep your bicycle at home if not in use;

® Lock the bicycle always when left unattended, even if it is only for a moment;

® Lock the bicycle to a fixed permanent structure, like a bicycle rack that is anchored to the
ground or wall. Always secure the bicycle components and accessories, especially those
which are easily removable.

e Use a durable lock made from 100% hardened steel. Secure the bicycle with a U-lock, which
provides better security than cable locks.

e Engrave your name or some permanent identification marks on the bicycle frame. Keep
photographs of the bicycle, its serial number, or purchase receipt.

When reporting a loss bicycle, the Police will often ask for the serial number to identify the rightful
owner if the bicycle is eventually recovered. This serial number is engraved on the bicycle’s leg pedal.

All said may I invite you to join me and your grassroots leaders at the Community Day-cum-Opening
of ABC project at Lower Seletar Park on 27" June, where the Prime Minister will be the Guest-of-
Honour. Let it be a day for us to mingle, socialize and have a fun-filled sporting adventure. Meantime,
my good wishes to you and family.

Er Lee Bee Wah
MP Ang Mo Kio GRC
Advisor to Nee Soon South Grassroots Organisations

Email: mp4nss @gmail.com
Website: http://www.neesoonsouth.org.sg/
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