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Year 2010 brings us many good tidings. The economy is improving and employment opportunities are on
the rise. There are many attractions in store to boost our economy from the opening of the Integrated
Resorts to hosting of the Youth Olympic Games. These will give a significant boost to our economy and
hopefully the Year of the Tiger will be a prosperous one.

Just as we climb up the economic ladder, we too need to move to the next level in how we conduct
ourselves to become more socially responsible residents. We need to look after the interests of the people
around us. Let’s begin with our homes. Look at what we place on the ledge in our homes or along the
corridors. Are they potentially a “killer litter” threat? Remove them immediately, if so. Call the Town
Council if you are unsure whether they comply with the guidelines.

Also, we need to ensure that electrical fittings or naked flames in our homes are properly installed.

Recently, a religious altar belonging to one of our residents caught fire. Fortunately, no one was seriously
hurt, but we may not be so lucky the next time. With the Chinese New Year festive season round the corner,
we must be even more vigilant. Surely we don’t want a fiery start to the year.

Next, I would like to touch on responsible pet ownership. As a dog owner myself, I understand the joys of a
pet owner. However, do not forget to clean up your dog’s poo and not soil the estate’s cleanliness. Cat
owners should also not feed them indiscriminately along public corridors as this will attract the rodents as
well as the crows. Let’s continue to keep our environment fresh and enjoy the fragrance from the flowers.

Lastly, I constantly receive feedback from our residents in the private estates. We should be graceful and
not use bins and other receptacles to “book” parking lots in the estates. Observe the principle of “first come
first served”. Given that there are limited parking lots, park your cars in the car porch wherever possible
will help to ease the road congestions. Surely we can set better examples for our young children on the
meaning of good neighbourliness. Ultimately, how you conduct yourself may well impact the value of your
estate.

Hence, let’s us make it a good start to 2010. Keep our estates safe and clean, and all it takes is for each of
us to be more responsible for our environment. Come and join us at Clap@XKhatib on January 16, Saturday
at Khatib Plaza from 6 pm to 9pm to lend your support for artworks created by our very own residents,
which will be followed by a visually-stimulating Chinese New Year light-up. I look forward to meeting all
of you. Wishing you a Happy and Prosperous Chinese New Year!
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