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Dear Residents ‘

The beginning of this year 2009 was certainly fraught with uncertainty. Not
unexpectedly in the first half of the year, many residents approached me for help. Some faced
problems that were more serious than others. Meanwhile, we continued to work for overall
betterment of the community, and as the year progressed, smiles returned to the faces. We
have weathered the storm and emerged wet but not drowned.

And, we pushed on with our programmes to help the people nonetheless. The jobless were
able to find jobs. We even collaborated with Khoo Teck Puat Hospital to organize a job fair. We
also managed to get help from Workforce Development Agency and CDC to design our very
own job navigator programme to match up residents with suitable jobs. For residents who
were hard-hit and struggling to make ends meet, we created various opportunities to provide
them with practical relief such as tuition subsidies for children’s education, food hampers
distribution during Meet-the-People sessions throughout the year. Hot meals were started this
year at Zones B, E and F, in addition to Zone A, C and D which started earlier.

The new challenges increased our workload but this did not distract us from pursuing crucial
improvements for the comfort and safety of residents. The entire 28 blocks of flats in Zone D
(Blk 816-848) had obtained the minimum 75% support from residents for a Lift-Upgrading
programme. At Zone F, 15 blocks (Blk 865-880) have been selected for LUP and the
Neighbourhood Renewal Programme. A Car Owner Look-out Team was organized by Zone B. In
the private estates, 14 playgrounds will be upgraded by March 2010. To assist private estate
residents with the assistance they need for their estate maintenance the One-Connect project
was launched.

The public areas also saw several enhancements. Barrier-Free Access Facilities were launched
at Khatib MRT Station. Lighting was installed for the footpath along the upstream of Sungei
Seletar. A signalised pedestrian crossing along Ang Mo Kio Avenue 6 at the back gate of Castle
Green was implemented. The second Ren Ai TCM was opened at Blk 839 to cater to popular
demand.

Awards by various authorities in acknowledgement of our achievements were the icing on the
cake. Nee Soon South’s PAP branch ranked among top 10 again for the third consecutive year.
All our GROs were graded four stars (the highest accolade given out by People’s Association), a
first in the history of Nee Soon South. This has only been possible because of your continuous
support, feedback and participation.

I take this opportunity to wish all of you the very best in the New Year! Looking forward to
seeing you in our countdown on 31 December at Khatib open field.

Er Lee Bee Wah

MP for Ang Mo Kio GRC & Adviser to Nee Soon South Grassroots Organisations
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